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Your paragraph text

A Note From Our President

July was a particularly busy
month for photographers in NSW
and the ACT. 
There were some important
regional events including the
Northern NSW Zone Convention
at Port Macquarie; the Sydney
West Interclub at Katoomba; and
the Northern Photographic
Federation Annual Conference at
Kurri Kurri.  There was also the
FCC Photographic Judges
course hosted by the Young
Camera Club for the Riverina
region.
This F-Stop also has news from
some individual clubs.  

Congratulations to the Penrith
RSL Photographic Club for your
30  anniversary!  There is also
news from what is probably the
most internationally-connected
photography club in Australia,
and about a Club photographer
who “took up photography late in
life” and has just held a
successful exhibition of her work
at an art gallery in Sydney.

th

There is also news from the FCC.
The 2025 InterClub competition
opens soon on 18 August and
closes on 5 October.  
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Based on requests from Clubs,
we have created a new
competition category for animal
photography. The new “Animals”
category means you can enter
photographs of pets, wildlife,
farm animals – any type of
animal including digitally-created
animals. See inside this F-Stop
for more details on how to enter
this new category.
The “Nature” competition will
continue as its own, separate,
stand-alone competition.  Given
this is such a specialised
competition, we will run “Nature”
as an annual competition from
2026 which will be judged by
specialist judges.
This F-Stop also reports on the
FCC’s first ever video-makers
exhibition (which was held at the
TopShot Exhibition).  We are
looking at other ways to support
our video-maker clubs.

Finally, we have had some
changes on the FCC Committee.
I would like to thank Andie
Scibilia who was Editor of F-Stop
for the past three years. Andie
has resigned from the
Committee for work, family and
health reasons. Robin Moon has
also resigned due to family and
work commitments.  I wish Andie
and Robin every best for their
future.  Peita Ward, FCC
Committee Member, has
stepped in as the new editor of
F-Stop, and Justin Wood has
joined the Committee to bring
some additional videographer
experience to the Committee.

Keep on clicking!

Michelle Kennedy
FCC President 
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2025 INTERCLUB COMPETITION
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Entries Open: 
Entries Close: 
Exhibition/Announcement of
Winners 

18 August
 5 October 
26 October 
Manly Leagues Club

For Entry and other details see:
https://fccinterclub.myphotoclub.com.au/
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NEW “ANIMALS” COMPETITION CATEGORY 
2025 INTERCLUB COMP

After requests from Club
members, the FCC Committee
has decided to create a new
Animals competition category to
be trialled at the 2025 InterClub
competition.
The new category was
developed because many
members take photos of all
types of animals at home, in
zoos, on farms and even
imaginary settings, but then find
these photos are automatically
disqualified in the Nature photo
competition. 
The Nature definition (which is
used around the world) explicitly
excludes photographs of “feral
animals, domesticated animals,
human-created hybrid animals
and mounted or preserved
zoological specimens.”
The new Animal category will be
for digital images where one or
more animals is the basis for the
image’s story, idea, mood or
other creative intention.

Photos of pets, farm animals,
birds, wild animals, feral animals,
animals in zoos, and so on will
be welcome. 
The FCC will trial this new
category for the 2025 InterClub
competition which opens on 18
August, 2025. It will join the
other eight FCC competition
categories – Fine Art Prints, and
Digitial categories for Action,
Digital Art, Flora, Portrait,
Scapes, Staged and Urban.
Dfinitions for several of these
categories are also being
revised slightly to ensure they
are clear to all entrants.
The FCC will continue to
organise a state-wide Nature
Photography competition. It will
become an annual, stand-alone
competition judged by specialist
Nature judges. 
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NORTHERN NSW ZONE CONVENTION

Tom Sheppard, President, Port Macquarie Panthers
Photographic Club welcomes attendees to the Convention

Seventy photographers from
across northern NSW learnt new
skills, saw inspiring photography
and socialised with friends at the
annual Convention of the
Northern NSW Zone of
Photographic Societies
Convention held in July 2025.  
The very successful Convention,
hosted by the Port Macquarie
Panthers Photographic Club,
brought together photographers
from seven camera clubs in the
northern NSW region. 
There was something for
everyone at the three-day
Convention.  There were
practical workshops (on
photographing seascapes, 

birds and portraits) and
presentations (on how to
photograph birds and
seascapes and, how
photographers can use the
Adobe Behance and Portfolio
platforms).  
Other inspiring presentations
included how photographs were
made for two photo books on
“Sydney in Lockdown” and “I Lift
Up Mine Eyes” (photos of the
beautiful ceilings of Norman-era
cathedrals in England, Wales
and France), and on why film
photography is experiencing a
resurgence in popularity,
especially amongst young
photographers. 
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NORTHERN NSW ZONE CONVENTION

There was also a “buy swap and
sell” photographic equipment
table at the conference. 
Guest speaker at the Convention
Dinner was long-time supporter
of the photography club
movement, Emeritus Professor
Des Crawley.  
Other activities included a
Photography Trivia Night, an
advanced judging workshop for
FCC judges on how to judge
Portraits and Fine Art Prints, and
a photography exhibition open to
members of the public.  The full
program can be seen on the
Northern NSW Zone website.  

The winners of Zone’s annual
InterClub competition were:

Overall Winner, Northern
 Zone InterClub, 2025: 
     C. ex Coffs Camera Club

Australian Landscape Print:
     Grafton Camera Club

Colour Open Print: 
     Tamworth Camera Club

Monochrome Print: 
     Club Taree Photographic

Abstract/Creative Digital: 
     C ex. Coffs Camera Club

Nature Digital: 
     C ex. Coffs Camera Club

Individual winners were:
Tom Sheppard (Port Macquarie),
Neville Richie (Tamworth), 
James Sandford (Taree), 
Annette Brauer (Coffs Harbour)
Michelle Alcorn (Taree) 
Fiona Grose (Lismore).  

Three entrants from Kempsey
Macleay RSL Photographic Club
had four photos that came
second or third in their
respective categories.
The full details of the program
and the individual winners in the
Zone’s interclub competition can
be found at the Northern NSW
Zone’s website
(https://northnsw.myphotoclub.c
om.au/).  
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FCC JUDGES COURSE, YOUNG

The FCC judges Course held in
Young on 5 and 6 June was
attended by 12 Club members
from across the Riverina region
of NSW, including the Henty,
Harden-Murrumburrah,
Narrandera, Young and Wagga
camera clubs. Bathurst Camera
Club was also represented.
Many attendees drove for over 2
hours to attend the course.
As a result of the course, three-
quarters of the attendees
applied to become FCC judges.
Two current FCC judges used
the course to modernise their
approach to judging.

Trevor Faulkes, President, Young
Camera Club President
welcomed the attendees to
Young. He talked about the many
initiatives the Young Camera
Club runs, including the
photography competition it
organises each year as part of
the Young Cherry Festival. The
Cherry Festival Photo
Competition is open to all and
attracts over 300 entries from
the public.
FCC President Michelle Kennedy
opened the course and spoke
about the important role judges
play helping photographers to

FCC President, Michelle Kennedy, speaking via Zoom 
with participants at the Young Judges Course
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make better and more creative
photos. On Day 2, Michelle also
gave a presentation on how to
judge post-processing.
Participants thanked the FCC on
the value of the pre-course
homework, the knowledge they
gained at the course about their
own and other’s photography,
the relaxed friendly atmosphere
of the course, the value of the
Judges Handbook, and the
practical judging workshops.
They also decided to work
together in the future to support
each other and their Clubs in the
geographically-large Riverina
region. 

The FCC judges’ course has now
been held in all major regions of
NSW except the Central West.
Clubs in the Central West
interested in hosting the course
are asked to contact
nswfccsecretary@gmail.com. 
A Sydney Club is also interested
in hosting another course in
Sydney later in this year. F-Stop
will keep you updated on all
future courses.

FCC JUDGES COURSE, YOUNG
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HAPPY 30TH BIRTHDAY 
PENRITH RSL PHOTOGRAPHIC CLUB

Over the last 30 years many,
many shutters have opened and
closed, lots of flashes have
been fired and tripod legs
splayed. Members have
changed, a lot about
photography has changed, but
surprisingly a lot about our club
has stayed the same.
To this day the club continues
with its proven formula of 

meeting twice a month and
group excursions once a month.
The club meetings have featured
a huge range of photographic
topics presented by guest
speakers and members while
excursions and the introduction
of weekend aways have been
well attended.  
It is also interesting to note that
after 30 years, the club has 
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retained its Show & Tell nights,
which is the back bone of the
club, and are still hugely popular
with members keen to share
information about their work and
foster creativity within the group.

OUR STORY SO FAR...
In the early 1990’s the Emus
Photographic Club was started
by a group of dedicated amateur
photographers. They met twice a
month at the Emus Rugby Union
club house on Andrews Road,
Cranebrook. 
In 1994 the Emus Rugby Union
team advanced into the Shute
Shield for the 1995 season and
the Emus Photographic Club
were asked to move out of the
club house as it was going to be
used each night for training.
The Emus Photographic Club
started meeting at different
members houses, sharing the
duty around for a few months
while the Committee faced the
difficult task of looking for a new
venue to meet at.
When approached in April 1995,
the Penrith RSL Club jumped at
the opportunity to have a
photographic club under their
umbrella of intra clubs.  

The first meeting of the Penrith
RSL Photographic Club was then
held on Monday, 1 May 1995. 
RSL Photographic Club was then
held on Monday, 1 May 1995.ow
30 years on we are indebted to
the Board of Directors of the
Penrith RSL Club and would like
to thank them for their continued
ongoing support.
For as long as we have been
associated with the Penrith RSL
Club we have provided
photographers to capture a
photographic record of events
held by the RSL Club and the
City of Penrith RSL Sub-branch.
These events include Staff
Award Nights, Appreciation
Lunches, the Cadets Passing Out
Parade, the ANZAC Services
incorporating the School
Service, Sunday March and
Dawn Service along with
Remembrance Day and other
commemorative services. 
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We have also been on hand to
photograph the opening of
Poppy Park, a memorial
dedicated to the Gallipoli 100th
Anniversary and recording the
day’s event at the Australian
Defence Force and Veteran’s
Family Day where over 7,000
people attended.Today, our club
is stronger than ever with over
50 members some of whom are
seriously talented
photographers.
So a big thank you to all our past
and present members who have
made this club such a success
and a joy to be a member of.
More information about the club
and contact numbers can be
found on our website at:
https://penrithrsl.wixsite.com/ph
otographic-club
By Peter Thorpe
Secretary
Penrith RSL Photographic Club

HAPPY 30TH BIRTHDAY 
PENRITH RSL PHOTOGRAPHIC CLUB
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UPPER BLUE MOUNTAIN CAMERA CLUB 
WINS SYDNEY WEST INTERCLUB

A winning entry in the Sydney West InterClub competition: 
“Soaring at Sunset” by Jenelle Gavin

Around 100 people attended the
judging of the annual
competition between three
Western Sydney photography
clubs in July. They were treated
to some surprising results. 
The overall winning club was the
Upper Blue Mountains Camera
Club with 530 points, followed
by the Blue Mountains
Photography Group (519) which
just pipped Hawkesbury Camera
Club (514). 
Although Hawkesbury ran third,
three of the five individual
winners were from the 

 Hawkesbury Club: Tanya Heather
(Winner, Mono category and Best
Overall Image), Ron Rodgers
(Winner, Creative Category) and
Jenelle Gavin (Winner, Digital).
The two other individual winners
were Fiona Carter from Upper
Blue Mountains Camera Club
(Colour Print) and Robyn Cook
from Blue Mountain Photography
Club (Creative Print). 
The interclub competition was
hosted in Katoomba by the Upper
Blue Mountain Camera Club. The
entries were judged by FCC
judges Robin and Tim Moon.
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NORTHERN PHOTOGRAPHIC FEDERATION
ANNUAL CONFERENCE

Photo: Winner of the NPF’s 2025 Nature Print prize, 
“Take Away Dinner” by Debbie Sutton

The Northern Photographic
Federation (NPF) was formed in
1960 to foster cooperation and
competition between
photography clubs in the Central
Coast, Hunter, and Northern
regions of NSW. Each year, the
Federation hosts an annual
conference, offering a variety of
presentations and workshops
aimed at enhancing the skills and
knowledge of local
photographers.

This year’s conference attracted
over 80 members from the twelve
affiliated clubs, including Souths,
Muswellbrook, Hornsby Heights,
The Entrance, Maitland, Central
Coast Leagues, Wangi Workers,
Castle Hill, and Lake Macquarie
Camera Clubs. They were joined
by members of the Hastings and
Snapper’s Underwater
Photography Groups, as well as
the Newcastle Astronomical
Society, for a weekend filled with
photographic inspiration.
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The program featured engaging
presentations by both
professional and amateur
photographers, covering diverse
genres such as portraiture,
landscape, drone, Flora and
astrophotography. Attendees
also had the opportunity to
interact with a range of
photographic suppliers, who
showcased the latest gear and
services.
From the evaluation one of the
most valuable aspects of the
conference is the opportunity to
engage and network with like-
minded people.
One of the highlights of the
weekend was the popular Studio
Challenge, where participants
were tasked with creating a
portrait in the glamorous style of
classic Hollywood. The winning
image was selected for its ability
to evoke the glamour,
sophistication, and elegance of
the golden age of cinema.
Running alongside the
conference was the annual NPF
Photographic Competition, which
drew a total of 112 print entries
and 131 digital entries. The print
categories included Open Colour,
IOpen Monochrome and Nature,

 while the digital section allowed
members to showcase work in
Open (colour and monochrome
combined) and Staged and
Action categories. As always,
the standard was high, with
many clubs submitting
outstanding work in a tightly
contested competition.
The winning images were:

Colour Print, 1  Placest

Peter Ryan, Are You Listening
 
Monochrome Print, 1  Placest

Annette Collins, Max at 19

Nature Print, 1  Placest

Debbie Sutton, Take Away
Dinner

Open Digital, 1  Placest

John Payne, Bridge to Nowhere 

Action Digital, 1  Placest

Stephane Thomas, A Serve of
Sand

Staged Digital, 1  Place st

Linda Cuthbert, Dust Covers

Debbie Sutton
Secretary
Maitland Camera Club
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THE MOST INTERNATIONALLY-CONNECTED 
CAMERA CLUB IN AUSTRALIA?

The Sydney Stereo Camera Club
is one of only two stereo
photography clubs in Australia
and is possibly the most
internationally-connected
photography club in the nation. 
This year the Sydney Stereo
Camera Club coordinated the
2025 Southern Cross
International Exhibition of Stereo
Photography which exhibited 3D
photographs from 8 different
countries including Australia,
England, India, Germany, New
Zealand and the USA. In June,
the Sydney Stereo Camera Club
judged 3D photographs provided
by a 3D photography club in Los
Angeles. 
Every second year, the Club,
along with the Victorian 3D
Society and the New Zealand 

 Stereoscopic Society, organises
a National Stereo Photography
Convention and several of the 
Sydney Clubs members are
amongst the top-ranked 3D
photographers in the world in
terms of acceptances in
international exhibitions.
3D photography involves taking
photographs with two lenses to
create two slightly different, but
overlapping, images of a subject.
When shown on a silver screen
by a special stereo projector,
and using special stereo-vision
spectacles, you see images that
appear to realistic depth and
space – subjects seem to
recede deep into the far
distance or pop off the screen
into the room where you are
sitting. 
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THE MOST INTERNATIONALLY-CONNECTED 
CAMERA CLUB IN AUSTRALIA?

Some of Australia’s earliest
photographs are 3D images
taken in the 1850s and can be
seen at the State Library of
NSW. One of Australia’s first
photography studios was set up
in Sydney by husband-and-wife
team, William and Thelka Hetzer,
who produced 3D photographs,
taught amateur photographers
and printed their negatives for
them. Thelka Hetzer is now
recognised as one of the first
woman photographers in
Australia.  
In the 1950s Kodachrome film
and Realist Stereo cameras
made 3D photography very
popular. 3D Photography Clubs 

 flourished throughout Australia
for decades.  The Sydney
Stereo Club was formed in 1971.
In the 2010s there was a
resurgence of interest in 3D
image making including virtual
reality headsets, the 3D Viewer
included with Windows 10 in
2016, and 3D television sets
produced by Samsung, Sony
and LG. After a pause in
development, in 2025 WIRED
announced that a new wave of
3D technology was underway.
For more information about 3D
photography, or to visit this
small and friendly Club, contact
the Sydney Stereo Camera
Club.  

https://archival.sl.nsw.gov.au/Details/archive/110368106
https://archival.sl.nsw.gov.au/Details/archive/110368106
https://www.flickr.com/photos/powerhouse_museum/albums/72157622771381002/with/4091215204
https://www.flickr.com/photos/powerhouse_museum/albums/72157622771381002/with/4091215204
https://www.wired.com/story/3d-is-back/#:~:text=But%20there's%20a%20new%20wave,how%20compelling%203D%20can%20look
https://www.wired.com/story/3d-is-back/#:~:text=But%20there's%20a%20new%20wave,how%20compelling%203D%20can%20look
https://www.oz3d.info/
https://www.oz3d.info/
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CLUB PHOTOGRAPHER HOLDS SUCCESSFUL EXHIBITION

The Kura Tree, one of Shirley Steel’s
photos was sold at her 
“Merging Memories” exhibition 

Shirley Steel says she “took up
photography late in life”. But this
was no barrier to her holding a
successful exhibition of her work
at a Sydney art gallery.
Steel, who is President of the
Blue Mountains Photography
Group, held her exhibition along
with another “late starter” to art,
painter Cheryl Wetsi. 
The theme of the exhibition was
memories – memories of life
experiences, travels and
especially memories about the
disappearing natural
environment.  Around half of
Steel’s photos and a similar
number of Wetsi’s paintings
were of flowers, trees and other
plants.

The opening night was attended
by around 50 people including
members of the Easts
Photography Club, Northside
Creative Photography and the
Blue Mountain Photography
Group.  Music for the opening
was provided by Eleanor
Streatfeild and Daniel Lopez.
Steel exhibited more than 20
framed prints, several of which
were sold on Opening Night.
The exhibition ran from 24 July –
29 July.  Some of Steel’s photos
can be seen at the exhibition
website
https://gallery.palangi.com.au/pr
oject/merging-memories/.  

https://gallery.palangi.com.au/project/merging-memories/
https://gallery.palangi.com.au/project/merging-memories/
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FIRST FCC EXHIBITION OF VIDEO-MAKER CLUBS

The FCC’s first ever exhibition of
video-maker clubs caught the
attention of photographers,
videographers and the public
when they were shown at the
TopShot Exhibition in June. 
The exhibition consisted of 34
videos including music videos,
news reports, dramas,
documentaries, travelogues and
advertisements.  Topics ranged
from fictional dramas to
humourous “advertisements” to
documentaries on everything
from chocolate and the
philosopher Kierkegaard. 

With around 3 hours of video,
many visitors used the
exhibition’s mini “movie posters”
to select videos they wished to
view, which were then presented
for them.
The exhibition was made
possible for FCC video maker
members (Sydney Video Makers,
Milton-Ulladulla, Shoalhaven
Movie Makers, and Wollongong)
as well as Ringwood Video
Makers in Victoria and Brisbane
Movie Makers.  
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WORLD PHOTOGRAPHY DAY

World Photography Day
celebrates the importance to art,
science, and history of
photography, and the impact
photography has had around the
world on societies, cultures and
communication.
The day falls on 19  August. On
this day, the French Government
officially gifted to the world the
invention of the first practical
method of photography, the
daguerreotype which developed
by Louis Daguerre in 1837.

th

Photographers, and people who
love photography, celebrate by
holding events, workshops and
photo walks and they share their
photographs and what it means
to them.
More information about World
Photography Day can be found
at
https://www.worldphotographyd
ay.com/ .  The Day is also part of
week of photography running
from 12 -26  August. th th

An advertisement for World Photography Day 
by The Royal Photographic Society, 2024
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President Michelle Kennedy
reported at the 2025 AGM on
the major activities the FCC
carried out this year for member
Clubs. These included:

1.   Modernising the FCC

Eight new categories for
TopShot and the InterClub
competitions.  This year
TopShot had over 1,100
entries – one of the largest in
seven years. TopShot also
attracted more than $8,000
in prizes from our sponsors –
the largest amount of
sponsorship in years.

FCC ACHIEVEMENTS, 2024-25
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2.   Resources for Clubs

F-Stop was refocussed to
report on photography
resources, competitions, and
interesting things Clubs are
doing, as well as articles on
inspiring amateur
photographers in NSW and
around the world. Clubs are
invited to provide articles for
F-Stop. 
FCC Judges course was run
in Nowra, Tamworth and
Sydney in July, in Young. In
the three years the FCC has
doubled the number of
judges from around 50 to 110
judges. 
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3.   Attracting the public to the
Clubs

Published an article in the
Australian Photographer
magazine on the importance
of camera clubs for amateur
and professional
photographers.  This
magazine is read by 40,000
people each month.
Will launch a new website to
provide a fresh and exciting
look for amateur
photography and
videography clubs in NSW
and the ACT.  

FCC ACHIEVEMENTS, 2024-25

For the first time, the FCC
has included our video maker
clubs as part of the TopShot
Exhibition. 
The FCC paid to cover all
Clubs with a Voluntary
Workers Insurance until 30
June 2025. 
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The FCC’s List of Presenters
has been updated and
expanded with many new,
young presenters added to
the List.  
The FCC continues to
support regional interclub
activities including the
Northern NSW Zone of
Photographic Societies; the
Northern Photographic
Federation; and the Western
Districts Association of
Camera Clubs.  The FCC’s
new Sponsorship and
Advertising policy provides
up to $300 for regional inter-
club initiatives.  
The FCC produced two do-it-
yourself guides – a DIY
presentation and workshop
on how to take Minimalist
photographs, and a guide on
“What Judges Look For”.  



25


