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Your paragraph text

A Note From Our President

Entries are pouring in to the
2025 FCC InterClub competition
which closes on 5 October.  This
competition is one of the
highlights of the photographic
year where Clubs can compare
their work with others.  For entry
details see
https://fccinterclub.myphotoclub
.com.au/.   
There was a good result for
NSW Clubs in the annual
Australian Interstate
Photographic Competition (AIPP).
For the third year in a row, NSW
won the AIPC with Victoria’s
photography clubs coming
second and Western Australian 

clubs coming third.
Congratulations to Troy Williams,
from the Kiama Shellharbour
Camera Club, who took out first
place in the Mono Images
section of the competition.  Full
results are in this F-Stop.
The FCC continues to promote
Clubs and photographers. I am
delighted to announce the FCC
has a new, modern-looking
website. Our new website will
raise the profile of club
photography in the community
and attract more people to join
clubs. The new website will also
make it much easier for Clubs to
access FCC resources 
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(such as F-Stop and the new DIY
presentations), and to update
your Club details. You can see
the new website at
https://fccnsw.com.au/.
Our two competition websites –
for TopShot and the InterClub
competitions – will continue to
be used by the FCC for
competitions.  They are linked
with, but separate from, our new
website.
The FCC has just launched its
third DIY resource – a
presentation and workshop on
how to take better portraits.
Like all the FCC resources for
Clubs, it has been developed
with the assistance of clubs and
provides practical ways to help
your members see and
photograph creatively.  We are
moving all these resources to be
linked to the FCC’s website, but
if there are problems contact
nswfccsecretary@gmail.com.  
This F-Stop also has much local
and international photography
news.  Two Clubs have told us
about their upcoming photo
exhibitions – the Wollongong
Camera Club and the Mosman
Camera Club.  There is also 

news on the World Press Photo
Exhibition, the Wildlife
Photographer of the Year and an
exhibition of photojournalism at
the Liverpool Regional Museum.
We have an obituary for
Sebastião Salgado, one of the
world’s most famous social
documentary photographers
who died earlier this year.
There are also some inspiring
stories in this F-Stop about
amateur photography.  They
include photography tips from
possibly the world’s most
influential amateur
photographer, Henri Cartier-
Bresson; Karl Blossfeldt the
metal worker and plant
photographer who invented
macro-photography; and the
unique “Gallery of Amateur and
Anonymous Photography” in
France.
Ever wonder how your Club
compares to others?  We end
with some facts and figures
about Club photography in NSW
and the ACT.
Happy photographing.

Michelle Kennedy
FCC President 
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Entries Open: 
Entries Close: 
Exhibition/Announcement of
Winners 

18 August
 5 October 
26 October,
  at Manly Leagues Club

For Entry and other details see:
https://fccinterclub.myphotoclub.com.au/



B u y  a n d  S e l l  a t  F C C  M a r k e t p l a c e  
a t  S o n y  S c e n e S c a p e  2 0 2 5 !

Use the coupon code 40-FCC for 40% off SceneScape tickets! 
https://scene.sonyanz.com/events/scene-tradeshow-2025-presented-by-sony
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For the third year in a row, NSW
Clubs won the Australian
Interstate Photographic
Competition (AIPC), beating
Victoria by six points with
Western Australia coming third.  
Troy Williams, from the Kiama
Shellharbour Camera Club, took
out first place in the Mono Digital
Images section, with Neville 

Thorogood receiving a Merit
score.  Sue Joy gained a Merit
score in the Colour Digital
section.
The AIPC is a digital-only
competition where the peak
photography organisation in
each state enters 10
monochrome and 10 coloured
images for judging.  The final
inter-state scores were:

Troy Williams’ 1st place- getting Mono
Image in the 2025 AIPP Competition 

State     Colour     Mono      Total

NSW         118           116         234
VIC            118           110         228
WA            110           115         225
QLD          109           107         216
TAS            99           108         207
SA             101             97         198
NSW was awarded the Alan
Moran Certificate for 2025 as
the state with the highest score. 

IIf you would like to see the
images entered by NSW and all
the other states, they can be
found at
https://www.youtube.com/watch
?v=JR1NJ6ee90A.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JR1NJ6ee90A
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JR1NJ6ee90A
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The Tulips on the Table
Linda Cuthbert, 11 pts
Clash in the Dust
Julie Rathbone, 11 pts

Individual scores out of a total of
15 points from the NSW Colour
Digital entries were:

Alternative Reality
Bruce Wallace, 13 pts
Morning Meditation
Stephane Thomas MAPS AFIAP,
11 pts
Mountain Valley
Glen Parker, 11 pts
Under Water Flowers
Sue Joy, 14 pts M
Break the Rules
Stephane Thomas MAPS AFIAP,
12 pts
Market Chaos
Nilmini De Silva GMAPS SPSA
EFIAP EPSA, 12 pts
Mine
Julie Rathbone, 11 pts
Yin and Yang
Brad Le Brocque, 12 pts 

Individual scores out of a total of
15 points from the NSW Mono
Digital entries were:

Arch Rival
Troy Williams AAPS, 11 pts
Opposite Attraction
Troy Williams AAPS.  15 pts 1st
Study of Trees
Tobias Lindsjo, 11 pts
Magician
Kerry Boytell GMAPS EFIAP, 
12 pts
Ghost Tree 
Neville Thorogood AAPS, 
14 pts M
Deer Amidst Snow
Andrew Xu, 10 pts
Ascent to the Crest of the
Dunes
Cushia Monk, 9 pts
Stormy Mountain
Andrew Xu, 13 pts
Daisies
Marianthi Karadoukas, 11 pts
Himba Girl
Julie Rathbone, 10 pts
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NEW 
DIY PRESENTATIONS AND WORKSHOPSFOR FCC CLUBS

Clubs can now access free, DIY
PowerPoint presentations to
show to your Clubs. Most
presentations are followed by a
workshop where members
practice their photography.  To
access these DIY resources, go
to the Resources section in the
FCC website or contact
nswfccsecretary@gmail.com

Minimalism: How to see and
take minimal, elegant
photographs
A 1.5 hour PowerPoint
Presentation and Workshop.
Members will need a camera for
the workshop. No other
equipment needed

Portrait photography – How to
see and photograph people
A 1.5 hour PowerPoint
Presentation and Workshop.
Members will need a camera for
the workshop. Clubs should also
provide one or more continuous
studio lights

What Judges Look For:
Content, Composition and
Techniques for Impact
A 1 hour PowerPoint
Presentation you can show at
your Club

COMING NEXT
Flora photography – How to
see and take plant photographs
A 1.5 hour PowerPoint
Presentation and Workshop.
Members will need a camera for
the workshop and a plant in a
vase. Clubs should also provide
one or more continuous studio
lights

mailto:nswfccsecretary@gmail.com
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WILDLIFE PHOTOGRAPHER OF THE YEAR

Photo: The Demolition Squad. Winner, Behaviour: Invertebrates by Ingo Arndt

Returning for its 60th year from
the Natural History Museum in
London, the Wildlife
Photographer of the Year
exhibition at the Australian
National Maritime Museum
showcases some awe-inspiring
diversity of life on Earth and the
urgent need for its protection.
The exhibition consists of 100
images across multiple
categories, including Animals in
Their Environment, Underwater,
and Photojournalism.
This year’s competition attracted
59,228 entries from 117 

countries and celebrates the
very best in nature photography.
The exhibition includes animal
behaviour to landscapes and
powerful photojournalism, each
image is a testament to the
artistry, patience, and dedication
of photographers from around
the world.
The exhibition runs until 19
October 2025 at the Maritime
Museum.  Check the website for
details and costs
(https://www.sea.museum/en/w
hats-on/exhibitions/wildlife-
photographer-of-the-year). 

https://www.sea.museum/en/whats-on/exhibitions/wildlife-photographer-of-the-year
https://www.sea.museum/en/whats-on/exhibitions/wildlife-photographer-of-the-year
https://www.sea.museum/en/whats-on/exhibitions/wildlife-photographer-of-the-year
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WORLD PRESS PHOTO EXHIBITION

Photo: André Coelho,
2025 

“Botafogo Fans: Pride
and Glory”

The World Press Photo
Exhibition 2025 showcases 42
of the best photojournalistic and
documentary photographs
produced over the last year. 
The images, almost all of which
were taken under very
challenging circumstances,
include photos of sport, floods,
and people living in areas
affected by civil unrest and war. 
The exhibition was developed
from an international competition
which had 59,320 entries
submitted by 3,778
photographers from 141
countries. Almost all the winning
images are hard-hitting and gritty
on adult-themed topics.
However, as one judge said
“Many of the images transcend
the moment in which they were
captured to symbolise
something the jury deemed 

significant socially, politically
and historically.”
For example, André Coelho’s
photo (above) show fans of
Brazilian soccer team, Botafogo,
after their team won the Brazilian
Football Cup for the first time
ever.
The jury said “The photo
captures the raw euphoria of the
moment, with each person
displaying their own unique
reactions and emotions. An
additional layer is added by the
fact that these fans—projecting
an away match on a large screen
—are celebrating on the pitch
where the players should be.”
The annual World Press Photo
Exhibition is on its world-wide
tour. The winning images can be
seen at
https://www.worldpressphoto.or
g/.  

https://www.worldpressphoto.org/
https://www.worldpressphoto.org/
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PHOTOGRAPHY EXHIBITION AT THE
LIVERPOOL REGIONAL MUSEUM

The Liverpool Regional Museum,
along with 50 other Australian
institutions, have banded
together to save more than 2
million photographs published
the Sydney Morning Herald and
other Fairfax Media
organisations.  This is one of the
most important records of
Australian life over decades
taken by photojournalists.
In addition to news photos,
hundreds of fine art photographs
from well-known Australian
artist-photographers such as
Max Dupain, Wolfgang Sievers,
David Moore, Olive Cotton, Jeff
Carter, and others were buried
deep in the archive for over 40
years.
In 2013, Fairfax Media sent their

photographic archive,
comprising of over 2 million
original printed photographs to a
US company in Little Rock,
Arkansas for digitisation.  The
company went bankrupt before it
could carry out the digitisation.
After many court cases, the
archive eventually became bank-
owned and was in jeopardy of
being destroyed. 
However more than 50
organisations (art galleries, Local
Councils, War Memorials,
sporting organisations, schools
and many others) banded
together to buy the archive
back. 
In 2020 Liverpool City Council
purchased 713 original
photographs relating to the 
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Liverpool area from the 1960s to
1990.  The Liverpool Regional
Museum exhibited many of
these original photos from 8
April – 6 September 2025.  The
virtual exhibition was made
available at
https://mylibrary.liverpool.nsw.g
ov.au/history/liverpool-regional-
museum.  Interestingly, it
appears from the exhibition that
photojournalists were only
credited in the papers after the
1980s.

The exhibition included a talk by
Josef Lebovic, one of Australia's
most respected art dealers in
the field of original prints and
photography.  Lebovic spoke
about the evolution of
photography in Australia, and
what qualities an art dealer looks
for in photographs.  Of the 20 or
so people at the talk, around
one-quarter were members of
Photography Clubs.  

THE GALLERY OF AMATEUR AND ANONYMOUS PHOTOGRAPHY

A photography gallery which
specialises in amateur and
anonymous photos has just held
a major exhibition of its work at
the famous Rencontres d'Arles
photography festival in France.
The “Lumière des roses” galley
in Paris specialises in photos
created by everyday people
capturing ordinary subjects and
moments in their lives.  
The gallery has nearly 10,000
prints taken over a century.  The
images, mostly made by
amateur photographers, includes
family, historical, scientific,
erotic and photojournalistic
images. 

All the photographs have been
selected because of “their
mystery, uniqueness, or
puzzlement”.  “This wildly
inventive photographic collection
perfectly embodies the genius
of amateur photography,” said
the gallery owners, Marion and
Phillip Jacquier. Examples can be
seen at
https://lumieredesroses.com/ex
positions.
As well as exhibiting in their own
gallery, the “Lumière des roses”
gallery exhibits their prints in
famous exhibitions such as the
Rencontres d'Arles photography 

https://mylibrary.liverpool.nsw.gov.au/history/liverpool-regional-museum
https://mylibrary.liverpool.nsw.gov.au/history/liverpool-regional-museum
https://mylibrary.liverpool.nsw.gov.au/history/liverpool-regional-museum
https://lumieredesroses.com/expositions
https://lumieredesroses.com/expositions
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festival.  The Rencontres d'Arles
photo festival began in 1970 and
is one of the world’s most
important festivals of
photography.  This year it
includes “On Country”, a
photography exhibition from
Australia; as well as exhibitions
of famous photographers such
as Nan Goldin and Lucia Moholy

.

For details see 
https://www.rencontres-
arles.com/en. The festival in
Arles runs until 5 October 2025.
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Henri Cartier-Bresson is one of
the world’s most famous
amateur photographers.  He
wrote his book “The Decisive
Moment” specifically with tips
for other amateur
photographers.  Nearly 75 years
later, in a world full of YouTube
influencers and AI, is his advice
still relevant today?
Cartier-Bresson says there are
two key steps to make a good
photo.
First, before shooting anything,
clarify what it is you are trying to 

. photograph.  Many
photographers look for subjects
such as people, places or
things, he says. However, he
suggests not photographing
these “facts” or “things-as-they-
are”.  Instead, look for the
causes, meaning or significance
of the subjects.  In other words,
take photographs which tell a
story, or communicate an idea
about, or show some unique
characteristic of the subject.
With portraits, for example, 

LESSONS FROM “THE DECISIVE MOMENT”
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Cartier-Bresson suggests
photographing the personality of
the sitter – not just showing us
what the person looked like.
Second, get the composition
right.  For Cartier-Bresson,
composing a photo meant
looking for patterns in the scene
– patterns of lines, shapes,
tones, colours, textures and the
other visual elements.  Anyone
can take a photo of a beautiful
subject, he says, but if the visual
elements are not organised in a
balanced or harmonious way,
the image looks “formless and
lifeless.”  

 therefore combines these two
steps: when you photograph a
clear subject with a careful
composition.  As Cartier-Bresson
puts it: “photography is the
simultaneous recognition, in a
fraction of a second, of the
significance of an event as well
as of a precise organisation of
forms which give that event its
proper expression.”  
This book is still relevant today,
especially for advanced
amateurs who know how to use
their camera and are searching
how to make beautiful and
emotionally-engaging images.  
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Famous amateur photographer,
Karl Blossfeldt, began work as a
metal worker. He worked in a
foundry where he designed
molds which, when filled with
molten metal, would create
wrought-iron grilles, fences and
balustrades decorated with
ornate, botanical designs. 
In his search for ever more
interesting organic designs for
the foundry, he took up
photographing plants. He
continued with his plant
photography when he taught
technical drawing and design to
students. 

.

 Blossfeldt had no formal training
as a photographer. Nonetheless,
he made his own cameras which
he fitted with lenses capable of
magnifying tiny plants up to 30
times their natural size. After
photographing the plants, he
would then make two-metre-high
prints which he hung on walls so
his students could see the
details of the plants. He created
over 6,000 photographs of
plants.
Blossfeldt ignored all the usual
characteristics that attract
people to flowers (such as their
beautiful colours, shapes and
form).  Instead, he focussed on
their sculptural qualities,
textures and details.  In his
pursuit of the best organic
designs, he almost always only
photographed weeds, and never
photographed flowers from a
florist.  
When he turned 64, he
published his first book of
photographs, Art Forms in
Nature.  It was enormously
successful and is one of the
most-significant photo books of
the 20th century.  He died in
1932.

KARL BLOSSFELDT, INVENTOR OF MACRO-PHOTOGRAPHY

.Photo: Karl Blossfeldt, 
Cirsium Canum.
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Sebastião Salgado, one of the
world’s most famous social
documentary photographers,
died in Paris in May aged 81.  
Salgado was born in Brazil, the
son of a cattle-rancher.  After
completing a degree in
economics, he took up
photography and spent much of
his life travelling the world to
record the massive disruptions
that were going on in
landscapes, cityscapes and the
lives of people.

Photo: Kuwait oil fields(1991) by Sebastião Salgado

SEBASTIÃO SALGADO OBITUARY

His distinctive style combined
black-and-white images and
strong compositions and
dramatic lighting.  He worked on
long-term, self-assigned
projects, which he then
published as books such as The
Other Americas, Sahel, Workers,
Migrations, and Genesis.
In Workers (1993) Salgado
documented the lives of workers
drawn from across the world. 
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The entire project, covering 120
countries took seven years to
complete. 
One image in particular, of gold
miners dressed in rags and
weighed down by sacks of ore,
scrambling barefoot up the walls
of Brazil’s Serra Pelada mines,
has become perhaps Salgado’s
most famous photograph.
Salgado once joked “It is more
important for a photographer to
have very good shoes than to
have a very good camera.”  
At a first glance, many of his
images look grim, showing
scenes we do not want to look
at.  For example, firefighters
battling to extinguish burning oil
wells in Kuwait after the Gulf
War; famished men carrying
dead children in their arms in
Rwanda, trying to find a place to
bury them.

But whatever the crisis or crime,
it was always the humanity of
people that shone through his
photos: an infant’s trust; a
mother’s fortitude; or an
impoverished boy clutching his
guitar, shoulders straight, and
staring out at an endless
expanse of sand.
 In a tip for possibly all
photographers, Salgado once
said: “If you take a picture of a
human that does not make him
noble, there is no reason to take
this picture.”

https://www.tate.org.uk/art/artworks/salgado-the-gold-mine-brazil-p13091
https://www.tate.org.uk/art/artworks/salgado-the-gold-mine-brazil-p13091
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FACTS ABOUT FCC-AFFILIATED CLUBS, 2025-26
How does your Club compare with others? Here are some interesting
facts about clubs in NSW and the ACT as at August 2025. Data is
drawn from the Membership forms Clubs filled in to join the FCC.
· Number of FCC-affiliated Clubs: 70
· Number of Club members: 2,400
· The smallest Clubs (10 or less members): All Creative Central Coast,
Bay and Basin Camera Club and Narromine Camera Club
· The largest Clubs (100 or more members): Castle Hill RSL
Photography Club and Southside Camera Club (ACT) 
· One-third of Clubs have under 20 members; one-third have 21-40
members, and one-third have 41 or more members.
Two-thirds of Clubs are based outside the Sydney/Western
Sydney/Blue Mountains region:
·       Sydney, Western Sydney and Blue Mountains – 26 Clubs
(average size 38, not including Castle Hill)
·       Wollongong and South Coast – 11 Clubs (average size 36) 
·       Northern NSW Zone – 10 Clubs (average size 30)
·       Central West – 9 Clubs (average size 23)
·       Riverina/ACT – 6 Clubs (average size 18, not including Southside
Camera Club)
·       Hunter – 7 Clubs (average size 24)
·       Central Coast – 3 Clubs (average size 40)
Almost half of Clubs meet once per month (with the occasional
outings); 40% meet twice monthly; and four Clubs meet weekly.
Tuesday is the most popular day for Club meetings, with almost half
of Clubs meeting on this day.
How does Club photography in NSW and the ACT compare with the
professional photography sector?  In the most recent count, there
were 4,400 professional photographers in NSW/ACT (Australian
Bureau of Statistics, 6291.0.55.001 Labour Force, Australia, Detailed,
May 2023).  This compares with the 2,400 photography Club
members.  Interestingly, of the professional photographers, three-
quarters were women who are mostly part-time photographers, and
one-quarter were men who are mostly full-time photographers.
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