| hope you all had a terrific rest
over the new year break, and are
now ready for an exciting 2026 in
Club photography and
videography.

First, some very exciting news to
start the year — over the next few
weeks the FCC will provide each
Club with unique username and
password so a limited number of
Committee members can
access the resources in the new
FCC website on behalf of their
Club. Club Secretaries — keep
your eyes open for that email.
This edition of F-Stop is mostly
about the FCC competitions you
can enter this year.
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We also some articles to inspire
your photography as well.
Here are key FCC competition
dates to pop into your calendar:
- Nature Photography
Competition:

Opens 1 February;

Closes 29 March

- TopShot Competition:

Opens 30 March;

Closes 10 May

- TopShot Exhibition and
Awards, and FCC AGM:

14 June

- InterClub Competition:
Opens 17 August;

Closes 4 October

- InterClub Exhibitions and
Awards:

25 October




Some excellent photos have
been entered into FCC
competitions in the past, but
were disqualified because they
didn’t fit the definitions. Check
out the article on what the
judges are looking for in the
various FCC categories. Also,
for those of you entering nudes
into FCC competitions, please
read the FCC’s new
requirements.

The FCC has just released our
fiftth DIY photography

presentation for member Clubs.

The new topic is Maximalism.
As well as showing you how to
take Maximalist photos, this
resource will strengthen
everyone’s composition skills.
See the article on the five DIY
presentations available to your
Club so you can choose the
presentations which best suit
your members.
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You may also like the three
inspiring photo stories in this F-
Stop on the Young Camera
Club’s very successful
photography exhibition held as
part of the 75" National Cherry
Festival, the UK’s RSPCA Young
Photographer competition for
animal photographers, and a
review of the work of the famous
British photographer, Martin Parr,
who died at the end of 2025.
Was your New Year’s resolution
to get fitter and healthier this
year? If so, you will enjoy the
article on how photography
affects our physical and mental
health. And we also provide a
special report on actions
Committees can take for
successful, low-stress
committee meetings this year.

Happy creating.

Michelle Kennedy
FCC President
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NEW FCC NATURE PHOTOGRAPHY COMPETITION

OPENS 1 FEBRUARY -

CLOSES 29 MARCH

Photo: Twister, by Bronwyn Hughes,
Ryde Eastwood Leagues Camera Club

The new FCC Nature
Photography competition opens
on 1 February, 2026 and closes
on 29 March. It will be judged by
Nature-specific judges. Winners
will be announced at the
TopShot Exhibition and Awards
planned for 14 June, 2026.

The FCC Nature competition will
use the definition agreed to in
January 2025 by the two major
international photography bodies
- the International Federation of
Photographic Art (FIAP) and the
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Photographic Society of America
(PSA).

The Nature categories will be:
Birds

Fauna

Flora

Aquatic Life

Scapes

The entry fee will be $10 per
section, capped at a maximum
of $40. Entrants may submit 3
Images per section.




NEW FCC NATURE PHOTOGRAPHY COMPETITION
OPENS 1 FEBRUARY - CLOSES 29 MARCH

As a guide to your photography,
the weakest to the strongest
Nature images are likely to be:
(i) an image which shows the
physical characteristics of the
subject;

(i) an image which shows the
subject interacting with its
habitat, other members of the
same species or other species;
(iif) an image which shows a
story, feature or state of the
subject which is often not seen
and other aspects or is
commonly overlooked; and

(iv) an image with a story and
that uses light, colour, tones and
other aspects of compaosition to
create a strong visual or visceral
impact.

The Nature definition, in full, is:
PSA/FIAP Nature Definition
Content Guidelines

Nature photography records all
branches of natural history
except anthropology and
archaeology. This includes all
aspects of the physical world,
both over water and
underwater.

Nature images must convey the
truth of the scene. A well-
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informed person should be able
to identify the subject of the
image and be satisfied that it has
been presented honestly and
that no unethical practices have
been used to control the subject
or capture the image. Images
that directly or indirectly show
any human activity threatening a
living organism's life or welfare
are not allowed.

The most important part of a
Nature image is the nature story
it tells.

High technical standards are
expected, and the image must
look natural.

Objects created by humans,
and evidence of human activity,
are allowed in Nature images
only when they are a necessary
part of the Nature story.

Photographs of human-
created hybrid plants, cultivated
plants, feral animals,
domesticated animals, human-
created hybrid animals, and
mounted or preserved
zoological specimens are not
allowed.




NEW FCC NATURE PHOTOGRAPHY COMPETITION

OPENS 1 FEBRUARY -

- Photographs made where the
scene is natural and the animal
IS unharmed in a carefully
managed environment, such as
Z00, rescue centres, and
ethically managed natural
environment farms are
permitted.

- Attracting or controlling
subjects through the use of food
or sound for the purpose of
photographing them is not
allowed. Maintained situations
such as provided supplemental
food due to hardship caused by
weather conditions or other
conditions beyond the animals'
control, where photography is
incidental to the feeding of the
animal does not fall under this
provision.

Controlling live subjects by
chilling, anaesthetic, or any other
method of restricting natural
movement for a photograph is
not allowed.

FEDERATION OF
CAMERA CLUBS (NSW)

CLOSES 29 MARCH

- Human-made elements shall
be permitted under the following
circumstances:

a) When they are an integral part
of the nature story, such as a
songbird singing atop a fence
post, a manmade object used as
nest material, or a weather
phenomenon destroying a man-
made structure.

b) When they are a small but
unavoidable part of the scene,
such as an unobtrusive footprint
or track in the background.

c) Scientific tags, collars, and
bands are specifically allowed.
When photographing at a zoo,
sanctuary, or rehabilitation
centre, it would be construed
that the photographer had
ensured that it is properly
accredited and

conforms to best practices.




NEW FCC NATURE PHOTOGRAPHY COMPETITION
OPENS 1 FEBRUARY - CLOSES 29 MARCH
EDITING GUIDELINES

Processing or editing must be
limited to making the image look
as close to the original scene as
possible, except that conversion
to grayscale monochrome is
allowed.

Allowed editing_technigues:

e Cropping, straightening and
perspective correction

e Removal or correction of
elements added by the camera
or lens, such as dust spots,
noise, chromatic aberration and
lens distortion

» Global and selective
adjustments such as brightness,
hue, saturation and contrast to
restore the appearance of the
original scene

e Complete conversion of
colour images to grayscale
monochrome

e Blending of multiple images of
the same subject and combining
them in camera or with software
(exposure blending or focus
stacking)

e Image stitching - combining

multiple images with overlapping

fields of view that are taken
consecutively (panoramas).
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Editing_techniques that are not
allowed:

e Removing, adding to, moving
or changing any part of an
Image, except for cropping and
straightening.

e Adding a vignette during
processing

» Blurring parts of the image
during processing to hide
elements in the original scene
» Darkening parts of the image
during processing to hide
elements in the original scene
» All conversions other than to
complete grayscale
monochrome

e Conversion of parts of an
image to monochrome, or partial
toning, desaturation or
oversaturation of colour

The definition of Nature, and a
guide for judges, can be found
at PSA’s website:
https.//www.psa-
services.org/ES/.
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HOW NOT TO GET DISQUALIFIED IN FCC COMPETITIONS

SCAPES

FINE ART
PRINT
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The FCC wants to encourage
the creativity and skills of all
photographers. Images which
tell a story, evoke a feeling,
inspire change or have some
other creative intention will get
higher scores. A pretty photo of
a pretty subject is not enough to
win: photos with an underlying
idea or emotion will receive a
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higher score.

However, in all competitions,
there are still some basic
requirements which must be
followed so that everyone is
competing on a level playing
field.




HOW NOT TO GET DISQUALIFIED IN FCC COMPETITIONS

Here are three general tips, and
then some specific tips, so your
entries are not disqualified.

Tip 1:
Read the definitions. They are at
https.//fccinterclub.myphotoclub

.com.au/conditions-of-entry/. If
you are entering a nude subject,
read the definition discussed in
this F-Stop.

Tip 2:

You are entering a photography
competition, so any image which
includes elements

produced by image-generating
software (Al) is not allowed. The
core distinction is: an Al tool
which modifies an image you
captured as a photo is allowed;
but an Al tool which generates
elements from its database and
incorporates them into your
photo is not allowed. The FCC
will ask to see the original RAW
files if necessary to confirm all
parts of the entry originated as a
photograph.
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Tip 3:

Make sure any impartial
observer can clearly see your
photo is consistent with the FCC
definitions. If there is any
ambiguity about whether a photo
fits the definition or not, judges
are most likely to disqualify the
Image.



https://fccinterclub.myphotoclub.com.au/conditions-of-entry/
https://fccinterclub.myphotoclub.com.au/conditions-of-entry/

HOW NOT TO GET DISQUALIFIED IN FCC COMPETITIONS

Here are some specific tips to
consider.

Fine Art Print

Definition:

A printed photograph of any
subject; which communicates a
story, idea, mood or other
creative intention; and where the
printmaking significantly
contributes to the impact of the
photo

Tips:

The colour, texture, weight or
other qualities of the print
surface (paper, canvas, metal
etc) should enhance the subject
matter

All entries must be mounted as
described in the FCC Policy on
Print Handling
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Digital Art

Definition:

A digital image that originated as
one or more photographs taken
by the photographer; which has
undergone significant post
processing; and which
communicates a story, idea,
mood or other creative intention

Tips:

There must be significant
manipulation or modification of
multiple elements in the creation
of the digital image. A photo with
minimal post-processing — such
as adding a filter, a texture or a
layer, or using HDR or a
selective colour — is not deemed
significant

Editing and post-processing
must be consistent with the FCC
Digital Art Editing and Post-
Processing Policy




HOW NOT TO GET DISQUALIFIED IN FCC COMPETITIONS

Portrait

Definition:

A digital image of a person or
persons who are participating in
the creation of the photo. At
least one person in the image
must have all or part of their face
visible

Tips:

All or part of the person’s face
must be visible

The person/s in the portrait must
have clearly participated in the
creation of the specific photo.
Situations where the person/s
are generally aware they will be
photographed (such as a
musician performing on a stage)
IS not accepted

Staged

Definition:

A digital image which is
intentionally set up by the
photographer; and which
communicates a story, idea,
mood or other creative intention
Tips:

It must be obvious that all
elements of the photo (props,
models, background, lights etc)
were intentionally arranged in a
structured way
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Scapes

Definition:

A digital image of landscapes,
seascapes or skyscapes that
depicts their beauty, emotional
impact, history, environmental
qualities, spiritual, symbolic or
other significance. Human made
structures and people may be
included as long as they are not
a significant part of the image
and do not dominate the image

Tips:

Where possible, have no human
structures in your scapes.
However, if you must have a
human element in your scene,
make sure it is not visually
dominant and draws attention to
itself. For example, a very small
but bright red house in a very
large, green landscape is
visually dominant and will be
disqualified
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https://www.artslaw.com.au/information-sheet/classification-and-censorship/
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https://martinparrfoundation.org/
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